
Hello again from Queens Metropolitan High School! 

 

This is my 2nd email to the families of our incoming freshman. Hopefully you all               

received my 'Welcome' message, which was sent out earlier in June. If not, please              

let me know...and be sure to check your spam folder. 

I'm sure that students are excited to have finished this very different (and dare I               

say difficult) school year! I hope after the last book is closed and the final grades are                  
submitted, students will have a chance to stop and reflect on the year of Corona-interruptus.               
Perhaps they will put pen to paper and write down some year-end reflections to document their                
feelings about this time. Who knows, maybe some of these reflections will find their way into                
their class yearbook as they look back on this once-in-a-lifetime event.  
 
As you know, under the current restrictions set by the Department of Education, we are unable                
to host an in-person Orientation at this time. We remain optimistic that, as things open up and                 
restrictions begin to lift, we may be able to welcome you to our building some time in August.                  
Traditionally in late August we invite our incoming students in to get their ID pictures taken,                
return orientation paperwork, and purchase gym uniforms. It is our hope that we will be able to                 
do these things later this summer.  
 

The NYC DOE has not yet released the calendar for 2020 - 2021. As soon as                

something is released, we will send it out to our families. For updated information              

on the Return to School 2020, please visit the DOE website at: 

 https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/in-our-classrooms/return-to-school-2020 

As far as what things will look like at QMHS in September, please read the following                

message from our Principal, Ms. Rodriguez Tabone: 

  

********************************* 
As you know, there continues to be concerns and questions related to how we as a community                 
plan to reopen in September 2020 and how we plan to welcome our new incoming class. While                 
we are in the business of educating, our first priority is the safety of our students, families,                 
community, faculty and staff. Be assured; we have been working diligently on our QMHS plan               
for September 2020. Due to all the factors and information needed to plan as COVID-19 issues                
unfold, the comprehensive plan will be released soon. 
First, let me tell you that the hope is to return to school as normal with enhanced safety and                   
cleaning procedures. However, we must be proactive and be prepared to continue educating our              
students should circumstances change, as predicted, during the year. 

As you know, the Department of Education has been gathering input from parents and students 
via surveys on how to open schools in September.  Based on feedback, we have been planning 
for increased safety procedures that can be taken at every location in September. We are working 
on three scenarios: 

1. Enhanced Traditional Plan- We would continue school as normal with enhanced safety            
precautions in place such as increased hand sanitizer availability, increased frequency of            

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/in-our-classrooms/return-to-school-2020


cleaning of high touch areas, limited visitation to campus to possibly prevent            
transmission, and the transition to a hybrid or full distance learning option.  

2. Social Distancing/Hybrid Plan- Hybrid would be a combination of distance and            
face-to-face instruction with increased safety and disinfecting measures, which could be           
done in a variety of configurations. This would only be enacted if the Mayor and               
NYCDOE Chancellor issued an Executive Order requiring us to maintain a social            
distance (six feet), to limit the number of people in groups, etc. 

3. Full Distance Learning Plan- All students would participate in the remote learning of             
new material, continued standard pacing, interactive lessons, graded assignments, and          
assessments. This would be enacted if the Mayor’s and NYCDOE Chancellor’s           
Executive Order closed schools again due to health concerns. 

Please understand that I recognize the many levels of concern that we are all feeling. I just want                  
to provide you with an update for our Fall 20202 planning. Of course, the biggest question                
looming for us is:  

What will happen in September? 
While I wish as much as you do that I could answer this question with certainty, I cannot tell you                    
exactly what the future will hold. 
  
My great hope is that we will be allowed the option that safeguards our health and welfare, while                  
restoring things as closely as possible to a sense of normalcy. We have been studying different                
models to address the physical, social/emotional, and academic needs of our students so that we               
can adjust accordingly to what both circumstances and authorities will permit. 
  
If need be, we are prepared to continue Distance Learning, enhanced by the wealth of experience                
we have acquired together. Experience is a great teacher. Know that we have been busy learning                
all that we can from the NYCDOE Blended Learning Experts and, of course, from our               
knowledgeable teachers, to put together a more cohesive plan should we be mandated to conduct               
full-time Distance Learning. 
  
We intend to provide a plan that reflects flexibility and adaptability. The plan to open in                
September 2020 will be updated throughout the summer as we hear from you and as we further                 
develop all aspects of the plan. Here is how we are planning to communicate with you this                 
summer: 

1. Website – we will continue to update our website. 
2. Emails from our Parent Coordinator, Ms. Kim, to provide you with updates regarding             

the fall plan for instruction and safety protocol. 
3. Surveys – we ask in advance for your feedback by responding to periodic surveys.              

Your feedback is critically important.  



As we continue the planning process to open in September 2020, we will keep you updated.                
Thank you for your continued support and positivity as we strive to do what is best for ALL of                   
our students, parents, guardians, faculty, and staff during these very challenging times. 

I also want to ensure that you understand that the models shared with you above are an example                  
and not intended to be viewed as the final schedule. We remain hopeful for a full return to                  
face-to-face instruction for all students Monday-Friday, but we need to be prepared in the event               
we cannot provide full in-person instruction for the entire year. We also need to prepare for the                 
return to distance learning because that is also a possibility. Adaptability and flexibility have              
become frequent words used in our everyday emails, letters, and meetings nowadays. 
  
We fully understand your varied concerns about health and safety, distance learning, the             
importance of face-to-face instruction, parents needing to work, the economy, and all of the other               
unexpected consequences of changes to the school schedule. Please know that our priority is to               
keep everyone safe while not making life more difficult for our students, parents, guardians,              
community, faculty, and staff. Each family situation is uniquely different. 

As this unique school year comes to a close, I wish you a healthy, relaxing, enjoyable Summer!                 
Rest assured that my unmitigated goal is to make Queens Metropolitan High School, the              
best school for your child as I consistently strive, in conjunction with you and the entire                
QMHS Community, to build a learning environment that addresses the development and            
needs of all of our students physically, emotionally and academically. 
  
Queensmetro strong!  

  

Stay healthy and safe, 

 Saida Rodriguez-Tabone - Principal 

********************** 

I know that this was a lot to digest, so I'll leave you all here. I'll be in touch again                    

soon with more news and updates.  

 

Kim 

-- 
Kim Ramazan 

Parent Coordinator 

Queens Metropolitan H.S. 

718-286-3600 ext. 3612 

www.queensmetro.com 

 

http://www.queensmetro.com/

